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A memoir of growing up with blind, African-American parents in a segregated cult preaching

the imminent end of the worldWhen The World in Flames begins, in 1970, Jerry Walker is six

years old. His consciousness revolves around being a member of a church whose beliefs he

finds not only confusing but terrifying. Composed of a hodgepodge of requirements and

restrictions (including a prohibition against doctors and hospitals), the underpinning tenet of

Herbert W. Armstrong’s Worldwide Church of God was that its members were divinely chosen

and all others would soon perish in rivers of flames.The substantial membership was ruled by

fear, intimidation, and threats. Anyone who dared leave the church would endure hardship for

the remainder of this life and eternal suffering in the next. The next life, according to Armstrong,

would arrive in 1975, three years after the start of the Great Tribulation. Jerry would be eleven

years old.Jerry’s parents were particularly vulnerable to the promise of relief from the world’s

hardships. When they joined the church, in 1960, they were living in a two-room apartment in a

dangerous Chicago housing project with the first four of their seven children, and, most

significantly, they both were blind, having lost their sight to childhood accidents. They took

comfort in the belief that they had been chosen for a special afterlife, even if it meant following

a religion with a white supremacist ideology and dutifully sending tithes to Armstrong, whose

church boasted more than 100,000 members and more than $80 million in annual revenues at

its height.When the prophecy of the 1972 Great Tribulation does not materialize, Jerry is

considerably less disappointed than relieved. When the 1975 end-time prophecy also fails, he

finally begins to question his faith and imagine the possibility of choosing a destiny of his own.

“The key to the memoir’s cumulative power is Walker’s narrative command; the rite of passage

is rockier than most, making the redemption well-earned.”—Kirkus Reviews, Starred

Review“Jerald Walker has a remarkable story to tell, and he tells it with a wealth of grace and

intelligence at his command.”—Vivian Gornick --This text refers to an out of print or unavailable

edition of this title.About the AuthorJerald Walker is a professor of creative writing at Emerson

College. His writing has appeared in publications such as the Harvard Review, Mother Jones,

the Iowa Review; the Missouri Review; the Oxford American; the Chronicle of Higher

Education, and Creative Nonfiction, as well as four times in Best American Essays. He is the

author of Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, Redemption, which won the PEN New

England/L. L. Winship Award for Nonfiction, and How to Make a Slave and Other Essays which

is a finalist for the 2020 National Book Award in Nonfiction. --This text refers to an out of print

or unavailable edition of this title.
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The Rev. Randy P. Orso, “A spellbinding look at growing up in the Worldwide Church of God. A

compelling memoir of childhood.. I bought this for a former member of the Worldwide Church of

God (WCG) so that she could read of another person's experience with the church. It was a

gift. The book was graciously received and I am listening to the Audible version and have

made it to chapter 6. As I grow in empathy and concern for former members, I feel this memoir

is an insightful look in doomsday cults and racism in apocalyptic church prophecies. As a

religious studies student this look is key to me as something beyond the stale record of

Wikipedia or former church member websites, and glossing over of certain splinter groups of

the schismatic remnant of the WCG. The childlike look at life is conveyed well and the

questions and the answers of children back to friends, make for a very good format for learning

about the authors early life and parents. The writer, a professor of creative writing at Emerson

College, must be a very accomplished instructor as his writing is compelling and spellbinding. I

highly recommend this book as one of interest to anyone, religious or otherwise, as it deals

with central themes of coming of age and growing up.”

doryphoros, “Recommended reading. Well written and fascinating. Each chapter is like a short

story in itself...sometimes leaving the reader wanting a bit fuller account. I felt more needed to

be said about the cult and its doomsday message and the white suprematist aspect--what

draws the reader to the title and subtitle. But still an engaging account of a childhood's

experiences in a transitional environment.”



V. M. Ricks, “Extremly well-written. I LOVED this book! It was a page-turner. I was into the

memoir, from the beginning. I LOVED his biological and his procreated family stories. In the

biological family, while there were not a lot of extraneous possessions, the daily life of the

family was filled with love, structure, discipline and other values that resonate with readers. The

religious devotion of this family just resonates. Having two blind parents is something that few

can truly understand and appreciate, but Jerald Walker strikes some very delicate balances

between for example, family love and human mistakes, between empathy for blind parents and

childhood immaturity, between religious principles and medical necessity. In each of these

cases, the human side wins out. These compromises were never perfect, but they were real. All

lead to making the story credible and significant. Jerald is a gifted, talented story teller. Hands

down, this is an exceptional read.”

SundayAtDusk, “Alas For You . . . .*. This is another book where the book's description can give

the wrong impression about the story. Don't imagine you are going to read about a bizarre

family or childhood. Even though Jerald Walker's family did belong to a "doomsday religion"

and both his parents were blind, they were still a normal type of family. Much of their lives

revolved around their church, but much of it was typical everyday life in the 1960s and 1970s.

While the author's parents gave the church money that they should have kept for themselves

and their children, they never went overboard and never did anything extreme when they

thought "the end" might be near. What's so poignant about this story is that one reason Mr.

Walker's parents continued to believe in their religion was because it promised they would see

again. Both totally lost their vision as children. Yet they were neither desperate individuals nor

fools.Jerald Walker himself was a sweet child, who totally believed what he was being taught

about God; so much so that he gave up the opportunity to attend a school that probably would

have changed his life for good; because he felt it was best to stay close to his family, since he

was always hearing "the end" was coming. Yet he was no fool, either. When an older brother

starts introducing him to new ideas, as well as drugs and alcohol, his innocent childhood ends.

This part of his life is apparently what was covered in his previous memoir 

  

Street Shadows: A Memoir of Race, Rebellion, and Redemption

  

  

. I now plan on reading that book, but am happy I read this one first. I'm happy I met the

author when he was a sweet, naive child, fervently believing things about life and God, hoping

to save others who did not believe, to keep them from horrid suffering . . . such as from really

painful boils.*

  

Alas for You”

The book by Jerald Walker has a rating of  5 out of 4.3. 47 people have provided feedback.
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